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Supervisor Ed Romaine presents  the Town's  new mobile app at a press  conference in
the Stony Brook Fire Department Sub Station #2.

Supervisor Romaine Launches "First on Long Island" New Mobile Phone Appas a
Deterrent in Town-wide Fight Against Illegal Multi-Family Housing

Supervisor Announces Revocation of Rental Permit for 150 Christian Avenue
Farmingville,  NY  -  Supervisor  Ed  Romaine  (pic tured)  held  a  press  conference  today  at  the  Stony  Brook  Fire
Department Sub Station #2  to  announce  the  launch of a  mobile  phone  app to  be  used by  res idents  as  the  newest
weapon  agains t  illegal  multi-family  hous ing  and  other  hous ing  violations .  Supervisor  Romaine  was  joined  by
C ounc ilman Steve  Fiore-Rosenfeld, Town Law Department  offic ials , Bruce  Sander, C oordinator of the  Stony  Brook
C oncerned Homeowners  and res idents  from the Stony Brook and Setauket communities . This  area has  been subjec t
to  an inc rease  in illegal  off-campus  s tudent  hous ing in the  las t  year, and as  the  new school  semester begins , the
Supervisor provided an update regarding his  efforts  to c rack down agains t unsc rupulous  landlords  there as  well as  in
other communities  throughout the Town of Brookhaven.

Supervisor  Romaine  also  announced  that  the  Rental  License  for  150  C hris tian  A venue  in  Stony  Brook  has  been
revoked by the Town. The house, which has  been a source of ongoing community complaints  and Town of Brookhaven
enforcement ac tions , has  been known to be the off-campus  res idence for at leas t 14  Stony Brook Univers ity s tudents
with 14  bedrooms. A ccording to the notice of revocation is sued today by the Town's  C hief Building Inspec tor, "The
use of the house is  not as  a one-family dwelling and the convers ion of rooms  to s leeping rooms  without the benefit of
a building permit is  in violation of Town C ode."

Brookhaven  Town's  new mobile  phone  app, which  is  the  firs t  of  its  kind  on  Long  Is land, will  allow res idents  to
immediately  report  hous ing and property  violations  as  they  see  them, helping to  inc rease  enforcement  of hous ing
codes  within our communities . The  app is  available  now for both A pple  iP hones  and A ndroid  mobile  phones . With
s imple  to fill- in fields , drop down menus  of violations  and automated e-mail, this  software  application is  a  powerful
weapon  in  the  Town's  arsenal  for  address ing  code  violations ,  and  improving  the  quality  of  life  in  our
neighborhoods .Supervisor Romaine (center) discusses  the new mobile app with res idents .



To  download  the  free  mobile  app, res idents  must  vis it
the  Town's  webs ite  at  www.brookhaven.org  from  a
mobile  device. A  pop  up  window will  appear  asking  if
they want to ins tall the app. By c licking "yes ,"  they are
direc ted  to  the  market  place  where  the  app  can  be
downloaded.  I t's  easy  and  takes  only  seconds  to
complete the download.

Supervisor Romaine  said, "I llegal  multi-family  hous ing
and  other  property  violations  are  a  threat  to  nearly
every  neighborhood  and  res idents  need  to  be  vigilant.
This  new mobile phone app provides  a direc t line right at
your fingertips  into our Law and Building departments  so
we can take swift ac tion when a complaint is  filed. I  urge

everyone to download the app and help us  in the fight agains t those who violate our Town C odes ."

"I  support and applaud any means  that ass is t our homeowners  in fighting agains t illegal boarding houses . I t is  c ruc ial
for our Town of Brookhaven to  keep enforcement  of our zoning codes  at  a  high level. O ur Law inves tigators  must
continue  to  be  provided with adequate  resources  so  that  they  are  able  to  s tep up to  the  inc reas ing workload and
provide the evidence for dis tric t court enforcement and Supreme C ourt ac tion agains t these unsc rupulous  landlords
who would profiteer on our communities  los t quality  of life. I 'm proud that our community  has  galvanized under the
leadership of the  Stony  Brook  C oncerned Homeowners  and taken a  s tand agains t  the  conduc t  of these  landlords ,"
says  C ounc ilman Fiore-Rosenfeld, who has  worked with Supervisor Romaine, and the Law and Building Departments
on code amendments  to s top the blight of illegal boarding houses .

Supervisor Romaine  also  updated the  community  about  several  policy  changes . These  inc lude  providing copies  of
new hous ing codes  to landlords  and real es tate agents , and changes  to the Town webs ite regarding rental properties .

• No rental  permits  or rental  regis trations  should be  is sued to the  applicant/landlords  if there  are  any  outs tanding
violations  on the  property  in ques tions . Rental  permits  or regis trations  should only  be  is sued after all  outs tanding
violations  are c leared up.

• A t the time that landlords  apply for a rental permit as  part of the permit application, the landlord/applicant will  be
given a copy of all applicable town codes  relating to rental regulations . They will also have to s ign and acknowledge
that they have been given a copy of the codes  and will have to comply with them. Furthermore, failure to comply with
the codes  will result in immediate revocation of any rental permit.

• The names  and addresses  of landlords  having rental permits  will be on the Town webs ite, lis ting their permit number
and expiration date.

"I  will continue to review our hous ing codes  and work with the Law and Building departments  to s trengthen the Town's
pos ition as  we  inc rease  our efforts  to  c rack  down on violators . With these  changes , the  mobile  phone  app and the
cooperation of our res idents , we can c lean up Brookhaven Town and improve the quality of life for everyone,"  added
Supervisor Romaine.

Res idents  can also call 451-TO WN between the hours  of 9:00  am to 4:30  pm to report hous ing violations . For more
information or to access  the Town's  C ode Book, go to www.brookhaven.org.
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